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Reviews. 
MEMORIES OF A SOLDIER'S LIFE. 
Of the various British Regiments which were stationed 
in Australia, previous to 1870, when the self governing 
dependencies took over their own defence, the stay of the 
77th was the shortest. Coming out in 1857 just after the 
Crimean War, the Regiment was sent to India via Torres 
Strait to take part in quelling the Indian Mutiny, a few 
months after its arrival in Sydney. Two of the officers 
took away Australian wives, a daughter of Sir Thomas 
Mitchell being one. She married Captain Dauncey, and 
became the mother of Colonel Thursby Dauncey, 6th 
(Inniskilling) Dragoons. Another officer, Harcourt Ben-
gough, a nephew of Captain Stewart, of Carabella, North 
Shore, who brought out the "Rose" in 1841, afterwards 
commanded the Regiment and has recently published an 
interesting volume of recollections of soldiering, sport, and 
travel under the above title. 
Sir Harcourt describes the very warm welcome which 
they received from their kinsfolk in Sj'^dney, which he 
describes as party idiue to something of the heroic halo 
that clings round a regiment recently engaged in active 
service. 
Cricket in those days was still in its infancy, and the 
Sydney Eleven, when playing the 77th, took off their shoes 
to field. Sir Harcourt mentions Gilbert, the Sussex pro-
fessional, and Coffyn, one of the Surrey cracks, as having 
coached the early Sydney teams. It was Gilbert who, in 
1858, carried out his bat for 118 in a match in the 
Domain, between the Albert and the National Clubs, and 
tliereby put up a record for Australia. 
Sir Harcourt claims that the 77th was the last 
British Regiment to serve in Australia. There were how-
ever portions of other regiments here up till 1870. A 
detachment of the 12th Foot was in Brisbane in the sixties 
and one of the officers, Mr. D. T. Seymour, became the first 
Commissioner of Police in Queensland. 
* Memories of a Soldiers' Life, by Sir H. M. Bengough, K.C.B. 
London, Edward Arnold, 1913. 
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REMINISCENCES OF INDIA AND NORTH 
QUEENSLAND, 1857-1912. 
At the time of Separation there was practically no 
settlement north of Broad Sound. North Queensland has 
been occupied and settled in the intervening 55 years and 
happily many of the Pioneers are still with us. 
Robert Gray, of Hughenden, has told the story of his 
share in the making of the North in a book of more than 
ordinary interest. Starting life as a subaltern in the 97th 
Regiment, he served through the Indian Mutiny, and came 
to Australia, shortly after the new Colony of Queensland 
had been established, on what was planned as a holiday, 
but ended in the serious business of matrimony, and a 
complete change of plans. His wife, a daughter of Dean 
Sowerby, of Goulburn, accompanied him to the North, 
and in 1863 she was with him when he took up Hughenden, 
called after his mother's home in England. He remained 
at Hughenden for 49 years, during which time the North 
developed and prospered. For several years Hughenden 
was managed by one of the well known Hammond family 
(Ryan and Hammond), originally of Campbelltown, 
whose connection with squatting in Australia goes back 
for nearly a century, and in Queensland for over 60 years. 
Mr. Gray mentions many of his contemporaries, J . 
G. MacDonald (member of the Council of the Society), E. 
B . Henning, of Marlborough, Ernest Henry, of Mount 
McConnell, Darcy Uhr, the Christisons of Lammermoor, the 
Morrisets, Frank and Bill Hann, Robert (Greasy) Stewart 
of Southwick, formerly of the 79th (whom ^e first met 
in the Imaun Bara, at Lucknow), "Black" Stewart (Peak 
Downs), R. S. Daintree, W. 0. Hodgkinson, Black (Towns) 
& Co.'s agent, whose quarrel with a Bowen merchant led 
to the foundation of Townsville), Edward Palmer, the Mac-
Phersons of Dagworth, Sellheim, Roger Sheaffe, the Cun-
ninghams, of Woodstock, W. Kellet, P. Macarthur, and 
many others whose names will find a place when the history 
of the settlement of the North is written. 
In 1912, Mr. Gray sold Hughenden and returned to 
his native land, as did Robert Christison and Robert 
Stewart, his neighbours in Northern Queensland. 
• Reminiscences of India and North Queensland, 18S7-1912 b y 
Robert Gray, London, Constable and Co., Ltd., i91.S.' - ' 
